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Special thanks to every single Kickstarter comics 
creator and backer—and to you, dear reader.



v

Foreword

Day at the Park

Journeys

Soft Physics

The Whisperer

Another World

Breath, Plucked from Heaven

The Flourishing Feast

Mind & Body

Wash Day

La Voz de M.A.Y.O. Tata Rambo

Singular They

WANDER

Afterword

6

8

13

24

39

53

61

73

87

93

102

111

114

126

Table of Contents



	 Hello and welcome to the wondrous world of 
Kickstarter Comics! I’m Camilla Zhang, the Comics 
Outreach Lead at Kickstarter. While most of my job 
centers around teaching comics creators on how to 
get funding for their projects, I also love sharing their 
stories with readers from around the world, because 
the comics on Kickstarter are unlike what you’ll 
find anywhere else—I’m talking about anthologies 
celebrating votes for women, graphic novels that 
teach kids physics fundamentals, comic series about 
wrestling werewolves, and so much more. 
	 Variety is one reason to love Kickstarter. 
Community is another. Connecting with and 
supporting creators so they can make books both 
of you truly love (with as much creative freedom as 
possible), is such an incredible feeling. Because when 
you back a creator’s project, you become a part of it. 
You get to see the process and the thinking that goes 
into it. You get to be a part of someone’s dream.
	 My own dream for you, dear reader, is that 
you get to connect with stories that are as vast and 
nuanced as our world really is. For me, Kickstarter is 
a reflection of that world, precisely because many 
of our creators come from diverse backgrounds. 
Together, their voices give us plurality in perspective, 
a superhuman gift that helps us evolve in our ability to 
empathize with and care for one another. 
	 So, join me and the hundreds of thousands of 
Kickstarter backers. Let’s support newbie and veteran 
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6



creators alike, so we can read stories that are bold, 
inventive, and just plain refreshing. We’ll discover AR 
comics about a heroine who fights human trafficking, 
animated comics about luchadors, comics that come 
with a vinyl read-along record, hilarious puppet 
diaorama comics about an angry Korean lady—the sky 
has no limit on Kickstarter. 
	 While I couldn’t fit them all in this anthology, 
I’m so stoked to give you a sampling of the gorgeous, 
weird, wild, and poignant stories we’ve helped bring 
to life here. Come along on this journey with me—what 
you read along the way is a harbinger for the vibrant, 
inclusive world Kickstarter comics creators are 
building. And after you’re done, I hope you’ll head over 
to Kickstarter.com/comics to see the projects waiting 
for your support.

Camilla Zhang
February 2020
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All We Ever Wanted: Stories of a Better World

See where it all began:

715 backers pledged US$ 24,665 to help  
bring this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: Tyler & Wendy  
Chin-Tanner of A Wave Blue World
  
Cover Art by 
Ariela Kristantina
      @ARIELAkris
      arielakris

Futuristic comics need not spell gloom and doom. When Matt 
Miner (GWAR: Orgasmageddon, Poser) and Eric Palicki (No 
Angel, Orphans) started thinking about curating and editing 
the anthology this story first appeared in, they wanted to share 
some hopeful visions for the future to offset all the dystopian 
sci-fi. All We Ever Wanted: Stories of a Better World was born. 

“Day at the Park” echoes that simple, sunny wish. Not a lot 
happens—that’s the point. 

“With so many different crises going on in the real world, 
reading stories of hope and caring is such a breath of fresh 
air,” says Kickstarter Creative Project Manager and selection 
committee member Nick Martin. “Day at the Park is such a 
sweet story and in many ways, its simplicity is what dares us to 
think more optimistically about the future we can build.”

Written by Eliot Rahal 
      @EliotRahal

Illustrated by Jason Copland  
      @JasonCopland

Colored by Josh Jensen  
      @joshj81f1

Lettered by Zakk Saam 
      @ZakkSaam

“DAY AT THE PARK”
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https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/tylerchintanner/all-we-ever-wanted-stories-of-a-better-world
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/tylerchintanner/created
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/tylerchintanner/created
https://awbw.com/
https://www.behance.net/ARIELAkris
https://twitter.com/ARIELAkris
https://www.instagram.com/arielakris
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/tylerchintanner/all-we-ever-wanted-stories-of-a-better-world
https://twitter.com/EliotRahal
https://jasoncopland.com/
https://twitter.com/jasoncopland
https://www.behance.net/joshjensen
https://twitter.com/joshj81f1
https://twitter.com/ZakkSaam
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See where it all began:

1,206 backers pledged CA$ 65,484 to help 
bring this project to life.  

Moonshot Vol. 2 Cover Art by Stephen Gladue

Story by Jeffrey Veregge
      JeffreyVeregge
      jeffreyveregge

MOONSHOT The Indigenous Comics Collection Volume 2

“JOURNEYS”
This story first appeared in MOONSHOT The Indigenous Comics 
Collection Volume 2, a project created to give indigenous 
authors opportunities to tell stories based on their own tribe or 
community’s traditions. 

Jeffrey Veregge was inspired by his Suquamish tradition—
carried out to this day—of canoe journeys that bring the tribe’s 
culture to new places as a gesture of sharing and respect. 

The Suquamish text woven through the story is the lyrics of a 
traditional traveler song, and marks one of the first times the 
oral tradition has been written out. The story also, hopefully, is a 
reminder that we are all sharing lands, and can choose to do so 
respectfully. 

See where it all began:

1,206 backers pledged CA$ 65,484 to help 
bring this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator:  
Alternate History Comics, Inc.

Cover Art by  
by Stephen Gladue
     @stephengladue

MOONSHOT The Indigenous Comics Collection Volume 2

“JOURNEYS”
The following story first appeared in MOONSHOT The Indigenous  
Comics Collection Volume 2, a project created to give 
indigenous authors opportunities to tell stories based on  
their own tribe or community’s traditions. 

Jeffrey Veregge was inspired by his Suquamish tradition—
carried out to this day—of canoe journeys that bring the tribe’s 
culture to new places as a gesture of sharing and respect. 

The Suquamish text woven through the story is the lyrics of  
a traditional traveler song, and marks one of the first times  
the oral tradition has been written out. The story also, hopefully, 
is a reminder that we are all sharing lands, and can choose to 
do so respectfully. 

Story by Jeffrey Veregge
      @JeffreyVeregge
      jeffreyveregge

13

https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/1350078939/created
https://www.deviantart.com/stephengladue
https://twitter.com/stephengladue?lang=en
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1350078939/moonshot-the-indigenous-comics-collection-volume-2
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1350078939/moonshot-the-indigenous-comics-collection-volume-2
http://www.jeffreyveregge.com/
https://twitter.com/JeffreyVeregge
https://www.facebook.com/jeffreyveregge
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1350078939/moonshot-the-indigenous-comics-collection-volume-2
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“SOFT PHYSICS”

See where it all began:

FTL, Y’all!: Tales From the Age of the $200 Warp Drive

1,627 backers pledged US$ 51,432 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: 
IronSpike of Iron Circus Comics

Cover Art by Paul Davey
      @mattahan
      mattahan

The following story first appeared in FTL, Y’all!: Tales From the 
Age of the $200 Warp Drive, an anthology that asked creators 
to imagine how the near-future might change with the 
introduction of affordable time travel tools. 

Blue Delliquanti, a Minneapolis-based Prism Award winner, 
answered that call with an adventurous vlogging duo sparking 
conspiracy theories and concern around the galaxy—the sneak 
peek here will leave you on a cliffhanger, too. 

Kickstarter Senior Software Engineer and selection committee 
member Dannel Jurado says, “I’m a sucker for DIY science and 
mixed media. Seeing the “Hopnet”—read: FTL space internet—
posts alongside the comic gave it that extra credibility that 
words alone couldn’t.”

Story by Blue Delliquanti
      @bluedelliquanti
      bluedelliquanti
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https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/ironspike/ftl-yall-tales-from-the-age-of-the-200-warp-drive
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/ironspike/created
https://ironcircus.com/
http://www.mattahan.com/
https://twitter.com/mattahan
https://www.instagram.com/mattahan/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/ironspike/ftl-yall-tales-from-the-age-of-the-200-warp-drive
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/ironspike/ftl-yall-tales-from-the-age-of-the-200-warp-drive
https://www.bluedelliquanti.com/
https://twitter.com/bluedelliquanti
http://bluedelliquanti.tumblr.com/
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See where it all began:

MOONSHOT The Indigenous Comics Collection Volume 2
1,396 backers pledged US$ 39,696 to help 
bring this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: Joamette Gil of 
Power & Magic Press
      @JoametteGil
      @powerandmagicpr

Cover and Interior Art:
Ashe Samuels
      @Ashe_Samuels
      ashe.samuels

Power & Magic: The Queer Witch Comics Anthology

Joamette Gil—a queer Afro-Cuban cartoonist, editor, letterer, 
and publisher whose work has been recognized with Eisner 
and Prism awards—included this story in Power & Magic: The 
Queer Witch Comics Anthology, which she funded on Kickstarter 
in 2016. It received a Lambda Literary Award nomination the 
following year. 

Kickstarter Android Staff Engineer and selection committee 
member Izzy Oji thought it was great, too—she likes “The 
Whisperer” in particular. “I thought it was a unique way of 
talking about mental health. It showed how different people 
experience their mental health issues differently and it  
showed how people with mental health issues can support 
each other.”

If you want to read more from Gil, look up Power & Magic  
Press, which she runs out of Portland, OR. There, she’s 
published Heartwood: Non-binary Tales of Sylvan Fantasy  
(also excerpted in this anthology), Immortal Souls, and a second 
Power & Magic anthology. 

Story by 
Arianne Hokoki
      @unamewsing

“THE WHISPERER”

393939

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/powerandmagic/power-and-magic-the-queer-witch-comics-anthology
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/powerandmagic
https://powerandmagicpress.com/
https://twitter.com/JoametteGil
https://twitter.com/powerandmagicpr
http://www.artofashesamuels.com/
https://twitter.com/Ashe_Samuels
https://www.instagram.com/ashe.samuels/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/powerandmagic/power-and-magic-the-queer-witch-comics-anthology
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/powerandmagic/power-and-magic-the-queer-witch-comics-anthology
https://www.lambdaliterary.org/previous-winners-2/
http://powerandmagicpress.com/
http://powerandmagicpress.com/
https://www.deviantart.com/hokoki
https://twitter.com/unamewsing
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See where it all began:

443 backers pledged US$ 16,648 to help bring  
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: Paradise Systems

Cover Art by 
Yan Cong
      yancongyancongyancong

Naked Body: An Anthology of Underground Chinese Comics

Chinese censors are notorious—traditional publishers and 
small upstarts alike face a frustrating game of cat-and-mouse 
that often makes it impossible to even reference politically 
sensitive topics. 

That’s what makes Naked Body: An Anthology of 
Underground Chinese Comics so daring. It’s an assertion 
that the underground subculture is alive and well, or at least 
unrelenting. Nudity remains a focus for Chinese sensors, 
but these illustrators featured cheerful tales of normalized 
nakedness, as well as explicit, and, in some cases, explicilty 
queer sexuality.

Sadan’s contribution, “Another World,” deals with the  
aging body in terms of death and mortality—a more somber  
and wistful take on the birthday suit. 

Story by 
Sadan 
      threeeggman

naked-body-selected-cover.indd   40-42 7/2/19   9:18 AM

“ANOTHER WORLD”

535353

https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/paradisesystems/created
https://www.instagram.com/yancongyancongyancong/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/paradisesystems/naked-body-an-anthology-of-underground-chinese-com
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/paradisesystems/naked-body-an-anthology-of-underground-chinese-com
https://www.instagram.com/threeeggman/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/paradisesystems/naked-body-an-anthology-of-underground-chinese-com
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See where it all began:

1,551 backers pledged US$ 51,951 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: Taneka Stotts of 
Ascend Comics

Cover Art by 
Chrystin Garland
      ChrystinGarland
      ladygarland

ELEMENTS: Fire

“BREATH, PLUCKED
  FROM HEAVEN”

Here’s another story that explores mortality and remembrance. 

It first appeared in ELEMENTS: Fire - A comics anthology by 
creators of color, which went on to win an Eisner Award  
for best anthology back in 2018. The unifying prompt was,  
you guessed it, “fire,” and the responses were speculative  
fiction ranging from sci-fi and fantasy to alternative cyberpunk, 
humor, and suspense.

“I love the quiet, meditative aspects of this story,” says 
Kickstarter Comics Outreach Lead and selection committee 
member Camilla Zhang. “It’s very rare to read a comic that 
has multiple layers of being and meaning, like poetry. Shivana 
doesn’t do a lot of explaining in terms of who these characters 
are or were, but that’s what makes it so intimate. Every time I 
re-read this story, I feel something new.”

Story by 
Shivana Sookdeo
      toastasaurus
      toastamaton

616161

https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/taneka/created
http://ascendcomics.com/
https://www.ladygarland.com/
https://twitter.com/ChrystinGarland
https://www.instagram.com/ladygarland/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/beyondpress/elements-fire
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/beyondpress/elements-fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eisner_Award
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/heat-vision/2018-eisner-awards-complete-winners-list-1128983
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/beyondpress/elements-fire
https://shivanasookdeo.myportfolio.com/
https://twitter.com/toastasaurus
https://www.instagram.com/toastamaton/
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See where it all began:

2,010 backers pledged US$ 77,358 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Cover Art by Eli Baum and Viv Tanner
      @_elibaum
      _elibaum

Kickstarter Project Creator:  
Joamette Gil of  
Power & Magic Press
      @JoametteGil
      @powerandmagicpr

Story by Juliette GMM Lopez
      @ThisMightyDimo
      thismightydimo

      @viv_tanner
      viv_tanner

Heartwood: Non-binary Tales of Sylvan Fantasy

The following story first appeared in Heartwood: Non-binary 
Tales of Sylvan Fantasy—you might remember publisher 
Joamette Gil from a few stories back. This breakout book 
claimed the title of the first-ever non-binary comics anthology, 
made entirely by cartoonists who identify as gender non-binary. 
Through tales of caution, adventure, rites of passage, and 
discovery, the creators explored the Forest as both setting and 
symbol, having their characters face the unknown and emerge 
transformed.

“The art style of this piece – particularly the way the artist 
uses black and white to create contrast and highlight parts 
of the story absolutely floored me the first time I saw it,” says 
Kickstarter Senior Product Designer and selection committee 
member Cait Charniga. “Those striking visuals, paired 
with the way Juliette GMM Lopez dives into the whimsical 
and wonderful, yet daunting and mystifying, process of 
understanding your gender identity is what compelled me to 
highlight this story.”

“THE FLOURISHING FEAST”

737373

https://elibaum.carbonmade.com/
https://vivtanner.carbonmade.com/
https://twitter.com/_elibaum
https://www.instagram.com/_elibaum/?hl=en
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/powerandmagic
https://powerandmagicpress.com/
https://twitter.com/JoametteGil
https://twitter.com/powerandmagicpr
https://thismightydimoart.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/ThisMightyDimo
https://www.instagram.com/thismightydimo
https://twitter.com/viv_tanner
https://www.instagram.com/viv_tanner/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/powerandmagic/heartwood-non-binary-tales-of-sylvan-fantasy
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/powerandmagic/heartwood-non-binary-tales-of-sylvan-fantasy
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/powerandmagic/heartwood-non-binary-tales-of-sylvan-fantasy
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The following story first appeared in CORPUS: A Comic 
Anthology of Bodily Ailments, a collection of comics about 
illness, both mental and physical, as well as healthcare 
experiences. From peanut allergies, losing an eye, depression, 
epilepsy, and what it is to care for a sick person, all the way 
to tackling the stigma of a chronic illness yourself, these 
stories covered a huge variety of personal, scary, hilarious, and 
poignant topics.

Mady G’s bright, visual style deals with dysphoria in a 
comforting and validating way. Their vulnerability in wrestling 
with the variable layers of gender truth or gender reality 
encourages the reader to be OK with being undefined. It’s OK 
to not have all the answers, it’s OK to not be sure, and it’s OK 
to not fit into any one box, especially when there is outside 
pressure to do so.

Story by Mady G.
      @MadyGComics
      madygcomics

See where it all began:

825 backers pledged US$ 30,510 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: 
Nadia Shammas
      @Nadia_Shammas_
      nadiashammas

Cover Art by Mark Wang
      @uhuhello
      ouch_you_slouch

CORPUS: A Comic Anthology of Bodily Ailments

“MIND & BODY”

878787

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1596187007/corpus-a-comic-anthology-of-bodily-ailments
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1596187007/corpus-a-comic-anthology-of-bodily-ailments
https://www.madyg.com/
https://twitter.com/MadyGComics
https://www.instagram.com/madygcomics
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/1596187007/created
https://twitter.com/Nadia_Shammas_
https://www.instagram.com/nadiashammas
https://markwangillustration.com/
https://twitter.com/uhuhello
https://www.instagram.com/ouch_you_slouch/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1596187007/corpus-a-comic-anthology-of-bodily-ailments
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720 backers pledged US$ 16,785 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator:  
Jamila Rowser
      @JamilaRowser
      jamilarowser

Cover and Interior Art: Robyn Smith
      @RoBroSmo
      robrosmo

See where it all began:

Wash Day

The following is an excerpt from Wash Day, a slice-of-life comic 
that pays tribute to the beauty and endurance of Black women 
and their hair. The story follows Kimana, a 26-year-old woman 
living in the Bronx, as she cares for her long, thick hair. As Kim 
goes through her Sunday morning rituals, we see the highs and 
lows of her day—fresh coffee, rising rent, girl talk, and catcalls.

“If you have really thick curly hair, you know what ‘wash day’ 
means,” says Kickstarter Android Staff Engineer and selection 
committee member Izzy Oji. “This was a really fun slice-of-life 
comic that made me feel recognized, seen, and normalized. I 
like that Wash Day talks about how it’s a whole process. I felt 
like it was a love letter to people with natural hair.” 

Story by Jamila Rowser and Robyn Smith

“WASH DAY”

939393

https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/282227561/created
https://twitter.com/JamilaRowser
https://www.instagram.com/jamilarowser/
https://robrosmo.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/RoBroSmo
https://www.instagram.com/robrosmo/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/282227561/wash-day
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/282227561/wash-day
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See where it all began:

341 backers pledged US$ 8,375 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: 
Henry Barajas

Cover and Interior Art:
Jason “Gonzo” Gonzalez

La Voz De M.A.Y.O. Tata Rambo #1

The following is an excerpt from La Voz De M.A.Y.O. Tata 
Rambo #1 which tells the true story of Ramon Jaurigue, an 
orphan and World War II veteran who cofounded the Mexican, 
American, Yaqui, and Others (M.A.Y.O.) organization. Among 
their achievements were the successful lobby against the 
Tucson City Council to improve living and working conditions 
for members of the local Pascua Yaqui tribe and the official 
recognition of the Pascua Yaqui tribe from the U.S. government.

Utilizing newspaper clippings, interviews with surviving 
M.A.Y.O. members, and Ramon’s authored articles, La Voz  
De M.A.Y.O. dramatizes the remarkable life and achievements  
of author Henry Barajas’ great-grandfather—and in so doing, 
tells the story not just of a single man, but of a family, a tribe, 
and a nation.

Story by Henry Barajas
      @HenryBarajas
      henryjbarajas

BARAJAS • GONZO • NAPIER • BRICE

™

“LA VOZ DE M.A.Y.O.  
  TATA RAMBO”
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https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/hbarajas/created
http://jgonzodesigns.com/index.html
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/hbarajas/la-voz-de-mayo-tata-rambo-1
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/hbarajas/la-voz-de-mayo-tata-rambo-1
https://about.me/hbarajas
https://twitter.com/HenryBarajas
https://www.instagram.com/henryjbarajas/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/hbarajas/la-voz-de-mayo-tata-rambo-1
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1,885 backers pledged US$ 65,203 to help 
bring this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator: 
Tara Avery of Stacked Deck Press
      @stackeddeckprss

Cover Art by Bishakh Som
      biche_bash

See where it all began:

We’re Still Here: An All-Trans Comics Anthology

The following story first appeared in We’re Still Here: An All-
Trans Comics Anthology, a project that creator Tara Avery 
believes to be the first anthology of comics entirely by and for 
transgender creators. 

Ranging from fiction to nonfiction, escapist fantasy to slice-
of-life memoir and back again, the anthology covered the 
weird and uncomfortable, highlighted little-known kinks and 
contradictions in the trans experience, and most importantly, 
told stories about trans people having a good time. It was 
nominated for a Lambda Literary Award in 2018.

“As a non-binary person who uses they/them pronouns, I 
am often presented with arguments and grumblings against 
the use of ‘they’ as a singular use pronoun,” says Kickstarter 
Senior Product Designer and selection committee member Cait 
Charniga. “I love this comic because it shows how singular  
they is certainly not new  while giving a light-hearted history 
lesson around its usage.”

Story by Melanie Gillman
      @melgillman
      mgillman

an all-trans comics anthology

edited by tara avery and jeanne thornton
with a foreword by rachel pollack

COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS / LGBT $24.95 USD / Higher in Canada

“The stories in this book, done in a great variety of styles, reflect the struggles of 
transition, of rejection, of danger, of loneliness. But they also share the wonder of 

being something different, something beyond limits, even when all you feel is how hard 
it is. . . . And We’re Still Here, more daring, more creative, more wild and funny and 

alive than ever.” 
—Rachel Pollack, from the foreword

The first anthology of its kind, We’re Still Here: An All-Trans Comics Anthology 
offers dozens of new stories that render trans experiences in comics form: some 
fiction, some nonfiction, some sad, some thoughtful, some funny, some bizarre,  

all authentic.

“When talking to a number of comic book creators, I have asked about the lack of 
prominent books by trans creators right now. A common response I’ve received is that 
there simply isn’t a large enough trans talent pool of comic book creators. Well, this 

might correct a few people on that score.” 
—Rich Johnston, Bleeding Cool

with contributions from
Ryan Rose Aceae • Althea • DiAngele Augustus • Tara Madison Avery • Joris Bas • Christianne 
Benedict • Kit Beukes • Tamra Bonvillain • Naomi J. Carroll • Veronica Casson • Dylan Edwards 
• Mia Rose Elbo • Nox Fox • P. Caterina Gerbasi • Noah Grigni • Atla Hrafney • HB • E Jackson 
• Nicole Johnson • Kai-Boom! • Marcy Molly “Bones” Jones • Jae Zander Kitinoja • Sophie 
Labelle • Levi Labruzzy • Sybil Lamb • Geeta Lewis • Kyri Lorenz • Ajuan Mance • Annie Mok • 
Knave Murdok • Erin Nations • L Nichols • Ethan X. Parker • Jey Pawlik • Phineas Kaldinski • 
Bitmap Prager • Evelyn Ricky • Ronnie Ritchie • Lily Ash Sakula • Sonya Saturday • Hal Schrieve 
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See where it all began:

1,178 backers pledged US$ 36,910 to help bring 
this project to life.  

Kickstarter Project Creator:  
Johnny Wander
http://www.johnnywander.com/

Cover Art by Yuko Ota

Story by Ananth Hirsh and Yuko Ota
      @ananthhirsh
      ananthhirsh

      @aidosaur
      aidosaur

WANDER: A Johnny Wander Travelogue

The following is an excerpt from WANDER: A Johnny Wander 
Travelogue. Co-creators Yuko Ota and Ananth Hirsh wanted 
to celebrate the 10th anniversary of their award-winning 
webcomic Johnny Wander with a selection of autobiographical 
comics about their travels. This particular section covers a 
joyful jaunt to Hawaii, shedding light on some of the everyday 
annoyances and othering that comes with living as an Asian-
American in mainland America. 

Kickstarter Senior Software Engineer and selection committee 
member Dannel Jurado notes, “I love slice-of-life stories about 
people who make comics. Seeing the cultural experience of 
being Japanese in a place full of other Japanese folks while not 
in Japan was particularly special as it was a reminder of those 
strange out-of-body experiences that sometimes happen as a 
third culture kid.”

“WANDER”
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	 In 2015, a year into graduate school and one 
volume into my webcomic Check, Please!, I remember 
walking down to the Savannah River, down along 
Bay Street, to look at the open green water. This was 
my attempt to calm myself down—to think about 
how much water there is and how small I was. I was 
nervous out of my mind because my Kickstarter for 
Check, Please!: Year One was launching in less than 24 
hours.
	 The stakes were high. If this Kickstarter did well, 
that meant that I could not only give Check, Please’s 
burgeoning readership something concrete—a 
physical embodiment of the enthusiasm they had 
given the comic for over two years—but it also meant 
that I had a chance to make comics for a living. To be  
a self-sustained cartoonist! And as one of those 
seven-story freight boats that traffics the Savannah 
River crept on by, and indeed, made me feel very small, 
I prayed for this opportunity. One project. One book.  
One Kickstarter.
	 In a world where artists from all walks of life are 
creating comics that capture every odd and beautiful 
shade of the human experience, few comics get the 
opportunity to be elevated, broadcast, and distributed 
on a large scale. Those who hold the key to the 
gates are people who are unfortunately too hesitant, 
uninformed, or risk-averse to tamper with the status 
quo. The power of self-publishing, and indeed, the 
power of Kickstarter, is that the gates get blown off 
their hatches. When your audience rallies behind you 

Afterword

126



to bring a graphic novel to print, suddenly you have 
the keys in your hands.  
	 Sitting on my bookshelf right now are books  
that I got from big retail stores, but tucked in right  
next to them are graphic novels that were hand-
packaged and hand-mailed to me by creators whose 
Kickstarter projects I backed. I have Kickstarted  
zines that I would have only been able to find at 
the most independent of indie zine festivals. I have 
posters and T-shirts and keychains from stories that 
only me and 2,000 other people know about, but we 
loved this story so dang much that we handed the 
creator money to help their—our—vision come true. 
We’re in a new age, people!
	 After my wistful river-gazing, I’m grateful to 
say that the Check, Please!: Year One Kickstarter was 
funded the next day. Just think: if there had been no 
platform to self-publish my comic, there would never 
have been any wishes placed on rivers, no hopes that 
I could build my comics career with my bare hands 
and the help of 1,000 readers. My comic’s fate would 
have been in the hands of others who might not 
have understood it, or might not have put it in a place 
where it could thrive. After reading this book, and 
after experiencing these comics that got their start on 
Kickstarter, I hope that the potential is palpable to you. 
Each creator holds their own keys. With Kickstarter, 
these are stories that are getting to be told.

Ngozi Ukazu
February 28, 2020
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